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Notes 

Page 55 
using zebra fish as a model system:  http://ugbdd.curie.fr/en/article/001066-long-intervening-
noncoding-rnas-lincrnas-vertebrate-development 
 
55 
frustrating encounters with embassy employees:  Cornelia Dean, “Scientists Fear Visa 
Trouble Will Drive Foreign Students Away,” The New York Times, March 2, 2009 
 
58 
failure to overcome the presumption of immigrant intent:  Official State Department 
numbers on reasons for denial are hard to come by, but statements on the websites of many U.S. 
embassies support this account. See, for example,  
http://lima.usembassy.gov/niv/refusals/ineligibilities2.html and 
http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/consular/refused-or-pending-visa/214b-refusal.html.  
 
58 
34,000 foreign students studying in in higher education institutions in the United States: 
Edward B. Fiske, “Is U.S. Less Hospitable?  Boom in Foreign Students Seems to Be Over,” The 
New York Times, February 11, 1997. 
 
59 
the proportion remaining in the United States was about three-quarters:  Michael G. Finn, 
Stay Rates of Foreign Doctorate Recipients from U.S. Universities, 2009. Oak Ridge, TN:  Oak 
Ridge Institute for Science and Education, January 2012, Table 3. 
 
60 
an estimated 20,000 in 2003:  U.S. Government Accountability Office, Border Security:  
Improvements Needed to Reduce Time Taken to Adjudicate Visas for Science Students and 
Scholars, GAO-04-371, February 25, 2004. 
 
60 
The Mantis process is triggered:  Section 212(a)(3)(A) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
specifies visa ineligibilities related to security. 
 
60 
listen for key words or phrases:  9 FAM 40.31 N5.1-3 Using the Technology Alert List (TAL). 
 
60 
majoring in engineering fields:  Institute of International Education, Open Doors 2013 briefing, 
“Fast Facts.”  The U.S. is encouraging Iranian students to study in this country and has even 
established a “virtual embassy” on the Internet to facilitate recruitment. 
 



 
60 
average processing time is two or three weeks:  2002-3 data from Amy Flatten, “US Visa 
Difficulties Are Lessening, but More Must Be Done,” Physics Today, Vol. 58, No. 2 (February 
2005), pp. 49-52; more recent data from a presentation at AAAS headquarters, July 8, 2011, by 
staff of the Institute for Defense Analysis, Science & Technology Policy Institute. 
 
61 
well-known scholars and researchers:  Committee on Science, Security, and Prosperity; 
Committee on Scientific Communication and National Security; National Research Council, 
Beyond Fortress America: National Security Controls on Science and Technology in a 
Globalized World (Washington, DC:  National Academies Press, 2009).  
 
62 
software development and related areas: Data from 
http://www.myvisajobs.com/Reports/2013-H1B-Visa-Category.aspx 
 
62 
a record $34 million to settle claims of visa abuse:  Julia Preston, “Federal Inquiry into Indian 
Firm Puts a Focus on Widespread Visa Abuses,” The New York Times (October 30, 2013). 
 
62 
little action has been taken so far:  Ron Hira, Outsourcing America’s Technology and 
Knowledge Jobs, EPI Briefing Paper #187 (Washington, DC:  Economic Policy Institute, March 
28, 2007). 
 
62 
program is under active discussion: S.744 - Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act, http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/744. 
 
62 
stapling a green card to the diploma: “S.744:  Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act – Provisions of Interest to Universities,” 
http://www.aplu.org/document.doc?id=4590 . 
 
63 
required to share security and criminal intelligence information:  Edward Alden and Liam 
Schwartz, “Faster, Safer, and Smarter:  A Modern Visa System for the United States,” 
Washington, DC:  Council on Foreign Relations, January 2012. 
 
63 
information obtained by U.S. Customs and Border Protection:  Paul Rosenzweig, “Biometric 
Exit – It’s Groundhog Day All Over Again,” Lawfare Blog (May 28, 2013) 
http://www.lawfareblog.com/2013/05/biometric-exit-its-groundhog-day-all-over-again/ 
 
 



 
63 
pose formidable barriers: The Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 calls 
for DHS to develop plans for accelerating implementation of such a system, but the Department 
has missed several deadlines and stated in mid-2013 that it was intending to incorporate these 
plans in its FY 2016 budget. 
 
63 
pave the way for expanding the Visa Waiver Program:  Mark Rockwell, “Long-planned Visa 
Exit System Inches Forward,” FCW.com, August 5, 2013. 
 
63 
known as the “JOLT Act”:  C. Stewart Verdery, Jr., and Jessica R. Herrera-Flanigan make a 
similar argument and also point out the economic benefits of expanding the Visa Waiver 
Program in their article, “Open for Business?” Harvard International Review, January 31, 2013. 
http://hir.harvard.edu/open-for-business. 
 
63 
two-year visa interview waiver pilot program: Executive Order 13597 of January 19, 2012, 
“Establishing Visa and Foreign Visitor Processing Goals and the Task Force On Travel and 
Competitiveness,” Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 15, January 24, 2012, pp. 3373-75. 
 
64 
50 new visa adjudicator positions:  U.S. Department of State and Department of Homeland 
Security, Executive Order 13597:  Improvements to Visa Processing and Foreign Visitor 
Processing, 180 Day Progress Report, August 2012. 
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